ALLIANCE FOR RESPONSE:
CONNECTING CULTURAL HERITAGE
AND EMERGENCY RESPONSE COMMUNITIES
BEFORE DISASTERS HAPPEN
In the event of a disaster—no matter the type or scope—the first response is always local. For the institutions and organizations
charged with safeguarding the nation’s cultural and historic treasures, building relationships with local first responders and emergency
professionals before disasters happen is key to ensuring the safety of staff and collections should one occur. With this in mind, the
nonprofit organization Heritage Preservation founded Alliance for Response, a national program that facilitates communication
between the cultural heritage and emergency response communities.
The initiative began in 2003, when Heritage Preservation sponsored Alliance for Response forums for cultural leaders and
emergency professionals in Dallas, Boston, Cincinnati, and New York. In each city, the forum launched a regional Alliance for Response
network to build on the partnerships, policy and project ideas, and cooperative planning efforts that forum participants had begun.
Since then, Heritage Preservation has held forums in 15 other regions across the country. “Slowly but surely, the Alliance for
Response networks are raising the profile of cultural heritage in the world of emergency response,” said Lori Foley, Vice President for
Emergency Programs at Heritage Preservation. “They’ve been instrumental as information gathering and sharing resources for cultural
institutions.” Most recently, Alliance for Response networks along the East Coast helped cultural institutions to prepare for Hurricane
Irene and Tropical Storm Lee this past August and September and organized damage assessments and salvage-and-recovery efforts
following the severe flooding.
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> WA N T TO G E T I N VO LV E D?
The Philadelphia Alliance for Response is
looking for volunteers—first responders
and cultural heritage professionals—to help
implement project ideas and participate in
activities. Contact Laura Hortz Stanton at
215.545.0613 or lhortzstanton@ccaha.org
for more information. Sign up for email
communications at groups.google.com/
group/AFR-Philly.

> N OT I N P H I L A D E L P H I A?
Visit www.heritagepreservation.org/afr
to find out about other Alliance for Response
communities across the nation. The site also
features a Tool Kit, which offers resources
such as program templates, essential
contacts, project ideas, and funding sources
for planning Alliance for Response forums
in other regions.
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