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AGENTS OF DETERIORATION[footnoteRef:1] [1:  J.E. Simmons (2006) “Table 12.1. Agents of Deterioration in Collections (after Michalski, 1994a; Rose and Hawks, 1995; and Waller, 1995 and 2003),” Things Great and Small Collection Management Policies. Washington D.C.: American Association of Museums. p. 101.] 







	Agent of Deterioration
	Nature of Agent

	Physical Forces
	Cumulative or catastrophic forces, including sudden and gradual physical forces (e.g., impact, shock, vibration, pressure); deterioration caused by the intrinsic nature of the material (inherent vice)

	Thieves and Vandals
	Human activities, intentional damage, security issues.

	Dissociation
	The tendency of ordered systems to fall into disorder (entropy); damage from misplacing objects; removing tags or labels, recording information in an illegible, ambiguous, or non-permanent manner; errors in transcription, curatorial neglect

	Fire
	Damage from fire, smoke, heat, the water and other fire suppression chemicals; damage from the clean-up process

	Water
	Flooding; leaking pipes; inadequate seals on windows; penetration through roof or ceiling


	Pests
	Any organism that damages collections or serves as a food source for other pests

	Pollutants and Contaminants
	Organic and inorganic gases; particulate pollutants (acidic and/or abrasive)

	Radiation
	Ultraviolet, visible, and infrared radiation


	Incorrect Temperature
	Temperatures that are too high, too low, or with extreme fluctuations

	Incorrect Relative Humidity
	Humidity that is too high, too low, or with extreme fluctuations.
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